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August 5, 2013

Honorable Edward Mangano
Office of the County Executive
1550 Franklin Avenue
Mineola, NY 11501

Re: Increasing Funding for NICE
Dear County Executive Mangano,

As you begin considering Nassau County’s Draft Fiscal Year 2014 budget, our organizations urge you to
increase Nassau County’s contribution to the Nassau Inter-County Express (NICE) bus system.

In April 2012, NICE enacted service cuts as a measure to save roughly $7.5 million. Since those cuts were
made, NICE has dramatically and consistently lost customers. By the end of 2012, NICE ridership had
fallen by nearly 4 percent over 2011. In fact, 2012 ridership was the lowest in 14 years; dipping below
the 30 million annual ridership mark for the first time since 1998. Unfortunately, ridership in 2013
continues to fall. According to data from the National Transit Database, ridership through May 2013 has
decreased by 5.5 percent over the same time period in 2012.

Thanks to the efforts of NICE bus riders and advocates, NICE received an additional $5 million in State
Transit Operating Assistance in New York State’s 2014 budget. This funding, coupled with $3 million in
revenue generated from a NICE fare hike in March 2013, will help NICE restore some of the service cuts
made last year and increase service on some routes starting in September.

But in order for NICE to fully recover its lost ridership, more funding is needed. State taxpayers and bus
riders have done their part. Nassau County must now do more by increasing its contribution to the NICE
bus system.

Without additional County support, the County’s bus service could end up seeing even further drops in
ridership, which in turn could lead to higher fares or service cuts. We urge you to increase Nassau
County’s contribution to NICE bus in the 2014 budget. To discuss this issue further, please contact Ryan

Lynch, rlynch@tstc.org.

Sincerely,
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